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« Tt ts impossible not to see, in these feeble and sickly imaginations, that fatal tem 
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per af mind, 


“ qwhich leads man to look for, help and comfort from any source rather than from their own 
“ exertions. =———- Wir, Winpitam’s Speech on the Preliminaries of Peace. 
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LETTER VI. 


TO THE RT. HON. WILLIAM PITT, 


ON THE CAUSES OF THE DECLINE OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 





DIGRESSION, 2. 


Sketch’ of the present prospect of the 
War. 


Str, At a time, when every post 
from the continent is bringing fresh proots 
of the triumphant progress of our enemy ; 
at a time when the man, (a prayer for 
protection against whom makes part of the 
liturgy of our church,) is putting on the 
crown, having already taken possession of 
the dominions, of Charlemagne, while, by 
Way of episode in the grand drama, he is 
keeping us plunged in all the expenses, the 
embarfassments, the uncertainties and anx- 
itties Of War; at such @ time, it is natural 
that men should’ inquire, when ahd how, 
this state of things is to terminate. This 
question is, ib fact, fréquently asked; and, 
itis trnly melancholy to observe, that the 
answer is seldom, or néver, found expres- 
sive of Confidence in our intérial resource, 
our ability, or our resolitioh, We rarely 
hear aty thing beyond a vague uide- 
fined ‘hope, that all will tarn out well at 
last, that we ate not yet to be conquered, 
and that sbinething’ Or other will happen to 
frustrate the ne B of thé ériemy, Those 
who are called wyor for some foundation of 
their Hope, refer us, 1. to the powers of the 
Continent ; ahd, 2. to thé discontents of the 
people of France, sontetaes SPE as to 
thigh, that it is not the interest of Bugna- 
parté himself fo conquer this country, nor 
to subvert its government.” 

It niust be evident, that a fallacious hope 
cin be productive of nd good to the coun- 

y, and that it may be productive of great 
fef;’ therefore, it is well’ worth our 
te conliat de OF sulidity 
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. -eutrality, a state, without doubi, 


lids abdve- 


resolved, not on war, buly on a sort 





very unnatural, but one not altogether witb. 
out a precedentin the history of Europe, 
The views of Russia, as they have been be- 
fore described, appear to have been very 
steady; and her grand object, through 
every recent reign, has been, to urge on 
her influence towards the South This obs 
ject was, as the Russian politicians seem to 
have thought, considerably advanced by the 
part which that power took in the ever-me- 
morable German Indemnities. Prassia 
found her account in that distribution of 
territory and power; but Austria, was 
cruelly injured and humiliated, Napoleon 
(L use his name tosuit the purposes of pers 
spicuity, always meaning, of course, to, ins 
clude the whole government of France) ; 
Napoleon took good care, however, that 
the Kussian influence should not, by means 
of the German Indempities, find its way 
permanently to the Southward; and, whe« 
ther by the showing of great partiality to 
the princes connected by the ties of blood 
with the Imperial Russian family, or by the 
tone which the Russian_plenipotentiaries 
were encouraged to take, the only. effeet 
which the new-modelling of Ue Germat» 
Empire produced with, regard, to, Russias! 
was, an adidilion to that jealousy, not to say 
envy and hatred, which was already enters 
tained towards her by Austria; while,.om 
the other side, the teslous and the fears of 
Prussia could not have been diminished, 
That the ill-will of these two great German 
Powers. should yot haye been. greatly, io- 
creased by seeing a Russian Plenipotentiary 
disiributing the dominions of the Empire, 
new moulding and newsmodelling its. cone. 
stitution, would, indeed, have been somes 
thing for an age towonder at, Bat, long 
before the alflair of the German lndemna . 
ties, Napwleon had provided , himself with 


the means of setting Russia at defiance ° 


upon any fulure oceasion. Those meanswe 
now find amply treasured up, ina. seeret 
convention, cyncluded between the, two 
powers on the tath of October, 1501, ten, 
days alter the date of the preliminaries .of 
peace gba oeh England aud Erance... On 


the Sth of the fame Suny a ep Ft 


was concluded between France av 
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are revived, without any mention of, cr al- 
lu ston’to; other powers, except merely, that 
tac Batéiviah Republic is included in the pa- 
cifie stipulations. “The important provi- 
sions, (ive adjustment of matter of dispute, 
were réserved for the secret convention, 
the substance of which convention we are 
nowyiiiformed of through the mutual com- 
plaitits.of the parties relative to the non- 
telfilivent thereof.” Napoleon, we are told, 
by the Russian notes, stipalated, 1. To eva 
cuuté'the kingdom of Naples, and having 
si'doneé, to engage to respect the neutra- 
hity of that Kingdom, during the war then 
éxiting, and during all future wars; the 
latter of which stipulations he has certainly 
violated, and had violated at the time when 
the complaint was made by Russia, in the 
month of July, 1804. 2. He stipulated to 
establish, in concert with Russia, some 
prineiple wheteon to come to a final settle- 
ment of the affairs of Ttaly; instead of 
which; complaiis Russia, he did, almost im- 
mediately after’ tlre secrét ‘convention was 
concluded, cause himself to be chosen, and 
actitilly becanie, without any Concert at all 
with Russia, President of the Italian Re- 
public, and, at ‘the same time, disposed of 
the“otlier parts of Italy according to his sole 
pleasure. 3, He’ engaged to indemnify, 
without ‘delay, the King of Sardinia, whom, 
however, he has not indemnified, but, on 
the contrary the chief part of whose terri- 
tories he’ has ainexed to France, and this, 
too, without consulting Russia. These 
chargés ‘are unquestionably well founded; 
bat, Napoledn answers, * that Russia hasnot 
fulfilled her pai't, not only of the secret con: 
vention, but of the 3d article of the treaty of 
peace, which was concluded three days pre- 
vious'to the conclusion of the convention +, 
He cliarges Russia with having Violated that 
articlein giving protectin to French emi- 
> grante; it accrediting thens to the neighboar- 
vig"powers of France, ‘where they might ‘in- 
da!getheit hostile dispositions against! their 
country }* in avthotizing “the conduct ° of 
0» Count Marckoff; ‘who, daring his ‘residence 
oat Paris, eheouraged intrigoes to disturb the 
> hoeernial tranquillity’of France, and who even 
owent sd fit as to’ place ‘udder the protection 
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on his part, that Russia shall evacuate the 
Republic of the Seven Islands, agreeably to 
the Oth article of ‘the secret convention 
which stipulates that ‘there shall be no {o. 
reign troops in those’ islands, an article, says 
he, evidently violated by Russia, who has 
continued to send troops thither, which she 
has openly re-inforced, and. has changed the 
government of that country without the con- 
sent of France. He concludes, with declaring, 
that Russia has, besides, violated the vd arti 
cle of the secret convention, by manifesting 
a partiality for England, instead of Co-opera- 
ting with France, agreeably to the precise 
expressions of that article, “ in order to con- 
“* solidate a general peace, to re-establish a 
‘* just balance in the four parts of the world, 
“and to procure the liberty of the seas.” 
D'Oubril, in his. answer to this note of Tal- 
leyrand, treats the charges relative to the 
emigrants as vague and unfounded; he 
passes in silence over that relative to the 
mourning for the Dake D'Enghien; the ta- 
king possession of the Seven Islands he as- 
serts was with the consent of France; but, 
as {o the stipulated co-operation for “ pro- 
© curing the /iberty of the seas,” he says not a 
word. } It was necessary, Sir, to take 
this short review of the grounds of the dis- 
pute between Russia and France, in order to 
be able to judge, not only of the present pro- 
bable intentions of Russia, but also of the 
line of conduct which Aastria and Prassia, 
more especially the former, 1s likely to pur- 





sue. Austria, already deeply stung by the 


tridmphant rivalship of Russia, by the divect 
interference of the latter in the affairs of the 
Germanic Body, and by the losses in, ter'- 
tory and in power experienced through the 
means of that interference, must,haye been 
fited with indignation and rage at learn'ps 
the Contents of the secret convebtion of tie 
1ith of October, 1801. ‘This feeling, 0” 


the part of Austria, Napoleon looked for Kye 


to as an inevitable. consequence of a discio- 


sure of the terms of ‘the secret convention j 
and, therefore, he al ways laughed at the com- 
plaints and rémonstrances of Russia; ‘0, by 
breaking with her, on account of pon: fullil- 
ment of - his sécret stipulations, he was sue 
to have’ Alstria on his side. ‘That he never 
imtended to falfil ny one. of the articles o 
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the secret conventio is, It ink, evident ; 
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nor would it, perhaps, ‘very easy to deter- 


‘mine, which would hive, been most dct 


ridhtal’ 16 Burbpe, “the the ao bate 
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latter, to the extent contemplated by the se- 
cret convedtion, could not have failed to be 


speedily followed by the total overthrow of 


the Turkish Empire, and by the reduction of 
Austria to perfect insignificance; to say no- 


thing about the ‘* procaring of the liberty of 


‘the seas.”. The. final adjustment of the 
affairs of Italy, if Russia had participated 
therein, must haye led to some changes in 
the Mediterranean and on the side of Tur: 
key, Russia would have had something more 
solid than. a piece of parchment for the due 
execution of the terms of such adjustmépt. 
In short, the result most probably would have 
been, that from four greatenilitary powers, 
the number of those powers, upon the con- 
tinent, would have soon been reduced to 
two: an Emperor of the East, and an Em- 
peror of the West. Napoleon wanted no 
equal; he therefore chose to preserve Prus- 
sia and Austria and to break wilh Russia; 
thus making France the one and. only first 
rate power, having three second rate powers 
whom he might play otf against one another, 
according as bis views might require, and 
as their interests and passions might fa- 
vour- those views,—-—His views, at present, 
as far 4s relates to the Continent, assuredly 
aré, not to beat war with anes of: the 
Piet military powers; to prevent. Russia 
rom encroaching upon the Torkish domi- 
hions ; to keep matters of territory, domi- 
nion, and military force, as they now stand, 
and, at all events, if Russia should, in any 
disetiba, purstie an hostile course, to arm 
Austria,or Prussia, or hoth, against her. 
That hé will not succeed in these views the 
state of things affords us little reason to hope. 
Russja_ may, in order, thereby to obtain a 
greater degree of influence in’ the Mediter- 
rajéan, join us in the war,, toa certain ex- 
tent. ; Her object, is to gain influence to 
the South; and, haviag failed to accomplish 
that object by the means ,of a pacific co- 
operation with France, she may, endeavour 
to accoinplish it by the means of , warlike co- 
Speration ‘with — Eugland ; and, witli. this 
idly mle Join us in, the . ‘war, But, it 
ot very_ probable, thet. we should gain 

uch by her, co-operaton. ‘Qn the contrary, 
if it be ¢ importance with’ us to have. great 
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of which must be left to those, who Nave 
observed the conduct of nations, under. simi- 
lar circumstances.——It seems, hewever, to 
be more probable, that Russia will nottake 
any very active part in, the war; because, 
without the co-operation of cither Austria or 
Piussia, or both of them, she can make no 
impression opon Napoleon ; and,, for those 
powers to join Russia against him, im. the 
present state of the Continent, woald bé to 
forge their own chains; seting thet the, na- 
tural consequence would’ be, a peace. in 
which they would be: sacrificed to Russia, 
Then would return the case to. have been 
apprehended from the due ‘wion off the 
secret convention of 101 > that is to say, 
the abasement of Austria and Prussiay pare 
ticularly the former, abd the division of Eu- 
rope bei ween two er rs, fiance and 


CAC! 


P ; va th te 
. vi } OVW 


Russia. Thet this is the Hghr. in which 
the subject ig¥i rewed png and Berlin 
we certainly have oo positive proof; ‘but, if 
it be the Hig! bt wherein teason. wews it, we 
have no fo. dation to “hope nat they will 
view it hi any other.-——+Belore the recent 


Committed by Fratice, we 
SORA against 
sinpee the. commission’ of 
those acts, we have sp ken wih ‘ull greater 
confidence, But, we .onyht always to cx. 
pect, that the powers of the Continent ‘will 
act agreeably to their interests ; that is, ac- 
cording to their own views cf safety, or of 
ambition; and, when we come to look into 
the causes, which heve ereated the quarret 
between Russia‘and Franee,. we tind that the 
quarrel is for power, on the part; of, Rassia, 
and that, such is the nature. of, that, power, 
that the desiring to acquire itis, of ll-pos- 
sible causes, the one most Likely (o create, an 
irreconcilable enmity, between. that court 
and the other courts, with whom the.wished- 


acts .of. violenes, 
talked about continentr! 

Tae Tele ae nea 
Napoleon ;, and, 





for coalition must take. place, if it:take place 
at all... As to the acts. of; violence, which 
Napoleon has ord feted to. be.commitied, par 
ticularly that committed: upon, our. manister 
at Hamburgh, they, would, dowbiless sa 
other times, have roused, the pov crs of the 
Continent against the agBressor j but, oows 
a-days, suc h offences cad, only, be expected 
to be brought forward.io. the Jist of prove- 
cations, when .a .power. is alrcady.disposed 
and: able to maks wat, aod, henyse 
express such, sanguive, hopes , from (this 
source, we scem 140. forget the, treetmest 
which Mr. Drake, Mr. Smuh, and other of 
our ministers, have reerived from the courts 
of the Continent. The Ailectoryot Bavarta 
ordered our minister away-on account of the 
ebarge preferred Sgaint | hiew by. ds aya!oon 5 
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corps dipJomatic a note whercia he justifies 
conduct like that of which Mr. Drake was 
charged ; whereupon Napoleon publishes an 
interdiction against all our ministers at neu- 
tral courts in the neighbourhood of France. 
AS we are not permitted to doubt of the 
** prudence” of a doctrine promulgated by 
Lord’ Hawkesbury, we must content our- 
selves with the privilege of mourning its 
consequences. Perhaps, however, we may 
yet be allowed to express our surprize, that 
the government who openly justified conduct 
such as that of Mr. Drake, should never 
have openly obtained, or even demanded, 
any salisfaction for the deep disgrace inflict- 
ed in the driving of that gentleman from 
Munich.* Do we say, that the court of 
Munich was beneath the notice of a nation 
like England? the answer is, that it was 
not thought beneath the dignity of his Ma- 
jesty to send a representative to that court, 
dhe Elector of Bavaria, through his mi- 
nister, unequivocally expresses his abhor- 
rence of the conduct of Mr. Drake, pro- 
nounces it to be inconsistent with the law 
of nations, and orders him, accordingly, not 
to appear again at his court. As far as we 
have heard, neither Prussia nor Austria have 
expressed any dissent from this decision of 
Bavaria: indeed, they seemed to assent to 
it, in the notes of their ministers, delivered 
upon the occasion, at Paris. What reason is 
there to suppose, then, that they will make any 
important movement in consequence of the 
seizure of Sir George Rumbold, which ap- 
pears to have been grounded upon our having 
publicly proclaimed a doctrine the contrary 
of that upon which they thea acted > To 
seize a public minister is, indeed, widely dif- 
fcrent from a request made to a neutral court 
to send bim away; and, it is also widely 

*'Sce the note of the Baron de Montge- 
las to Mr. Drake, Register, Vol, V. p. 676. 
—It is not. unnecessary here to remark on 
the ridiculous perverseness of the ministerial 





newspapers, who are continually represent- 
ing Mr. Drake's letters to Mehée de ta 
Touche as “ a fabrication” of the French ; 
when, by just looking at the note of Mont- 

hich note they themselves have pub- 
ished, it will be perceived, that the Elector 
Fansea My. Drake to be informed, that. he 


elas, w 


7 






et 





? 





Lai VE 


homing’ throu 
ebaracier and its eGect,. : 


POLITICAL REGISTER.— Letter to Mr, Pitt. 





s Mi, Drake's letters to Mehée then 
re his eyes, in, Mr. Drake's own band- 
: g¢! How can any one place reliance 
ts that persevere in such barefaced 
int ow it possible that the coun; 
esetved by them? Truth itself, 
such vehicles, loses its 





, 


[936 
different from the siezing of the Duke d'f, - 
ghien; but, it is, nevertheless, not Ver 

likely, that those who remained entirely un- 
moved by the latter should be rouzed to war 
by the former. Our present inquiry is, not 
whether these courts act as become them’ 
itis not what Austria and Prussia ought to 
do, but what they are likely to do; not 
what they think and how they feel as to 
our cause, but what part they are disposed 
to act during the war. And, I think, that 
man must be very sanguine, who expects 
them to arm for the purpose of avenging 
the siezure of our ministers at foreign courts, 
As, in this disgrace of our corps di- 
plomatic, the cause seems to have, in a 
great degree at least, originated with our. 
selves; so, it would be by no means dif- 
ficult to show, that the state of things which 
has so completely divided Austria and Prussia 
from Russia, as to feeling towards France, 
originated, in great part, from the same 
source. Our general conduct during the 
last war, and more especially our abandon- 
ment of our allies at the peace, have alieuat- 
ed the Continental powers from British con- 
nexion. Nay, that very secret convention, 
which has now proved so deadly an instra- 
ment in the hands of Napoleon, would never 
have existed, or would have been superceded, 
if we had acted a disinterested part in con- 
cluding the peace of Amiens; if: we had not 
preferred the possession of colonies to the 
possession of influence upon the continent of 
Europe ; if we bad not. preferred what we 
regarded as profit, to our honour. 'n the de- 
claration of the present war, complaint 1s 
made, in His Majesty's name, that the Prench 
« have annexed to their dominions Piedmont, 
“ Parma, Placentia, and the Island of Etba, 
‘< without allotting any provision to the King 
** of Sardinia, whom they have despoiled of 
“‘ the most valuable part’ of “his territory, 
‘« though they were bound by a solemn 
‘‘ engagement to the Emperor of Russia, 
‘“ to attend to his interests, ‘and to pro- 
« vide for his establishment.” * ‘Fo this 
the French have answered, “ that, at the 
“ peace, they offered to England, pro 
“ vided she would” eave Cylon to the 
“ Dutch, to make suchan artrangement '0 
“ behalf of the ‘King of Sardinia as she 
“ might propose.”4+ “This fact hias been 
publishec “all ‘over the world, and not a 
word has ever appeared in contradicn 
to it. Whether ‘trie or ‘false the veil 
believes it ; and upon” that’ belief ead 
judge of us and ‘act towards us. 70") 


* Register, Vol! IH." p. 744-"'t Ibid, 
po 1g74, Coe Soe 
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what a light are we placed in by this fact, 
when it, 1s. compared with our complaints 
made in behalt of the King of Sardinia at 
the breaking out of a new war between us 
and France? We complain, too, that, 
upon this subject, France has broken her 
promise to Russia, What, then, we knew of 
this secret Convention, it seems, so long ago 
as the spring of 1803! But why did we 
leave the matter to Russia ? Why did we 
leave in the hands of Napoleon this means 
of wheedling Russia into his power, the 
means.of inflaming Austria against Russia, 
when we ourselves had wherewith to pur- 
chase for the King of Sardinia an establish- 
ment more ample than it was at all likely 
furKussia ever to obtain for him? Here, 
Sir, you must pardon me, if I recur, for a 
moment, to the debates upon the peace, 
“ A great military monarch, when he was 
* at the lowest ebb of his fortunes,” said 
Mr. Windham, ‘* and had sustained a de- 
“ feat, that seemed to extinguish all his 
*‘ remaming hopes, the terms of his let- 
“ ter. written from the field of battle 
** were —‘* We. have Jost every thing, but 
** * our honour,” Would to God, that the 
““ same consolation, in circumstances liable 
‘* ta become in time not less disastrous, re- 
“ mained to Great-Britain |, I should feel a 
“ far less painful Joad of depression upon 
“my. mind, than weighs upon. it at this 
‘* moment. But, I fear that we have con- 
** trived to combine in this proceeding, all 
“that is at. once ruinous and disgraceful ; 
‘* all that is calculated to undo us, in re- 
‘* putation. as.well as in fortane, to deprive 
* us, of all, those resources, which bigh 
*‘ fame and uasullied character may create 
“ even. “under the ribs of death.” Ha- 
ving next, stated the case.of Sardinia, and 
shown..that it was our duty to make some 
Sort of provision for her uanfortupate mo- 
narchy he says: “ We, have left Sardinia, 
‘‘ however, without an attempt to relieve 
*« hery- without even a helping hand.stretch- 
“‘ ed out. to support or to cheer ber, under 
*‘ that; ruin which she has brought upon 
** herself, with no faulton her part, while 
“ adhering faithfally to her treaty with us. 

— Naples, too, and Portugal and Tur- 








“e key, wilbattest, to the end of time, the 
“ good fifth, of Great-Britain; and shew to 


Id; that, she is apean me who 
own safety by abandoning those 
om she has embarked in a com- 
.”* What would he have 
he had known, that we might 

‘have @btained an establishment for the King 





of Sardinia by the giving up. of Ceylon! 
By the surrendering of a colony which has 
already cost us more, perhaps, in national 
strength than it is possible that it ever should 
resiore to us! You, Sir, upon the ocea- 
sion now reverted to, asserted, that we had 
acted towards our allies ‘ with dignified 
** liberality.” You were ready to grant, in- 
deed, ‘* that we ought to have. claimed 
** Piedmont for its sovercign,” but, said you, 
** could we have obtained it? Could we 
** have procured its restoration unless we 
** could have disposed of the King of Etruria, 
** unless we could have destroyed the Li- 
* gurian and Cisalpine Republics, and dri- 
* ven the Frevch from the mountains of 
“ Switzerland? Unless we cqald have 
** done all this, it would have been in vain 
“ to restore the King of Sardinia to his 
‘** capital, surrounded as he would have 
* been by the French and by their depen- 
‘* dent and affliated Republics.” © When 
we recollect that you were consulted in every 
stage of the negotiation, and when we also 
recollect the proposal made by the French 
respecting Ceylon and the King of Sardinia, 
we sha]l need no comment to enable aus to 
form a just opinion of the motive by which 
this argument must haye been dictated, 
But, Sir, if we could not obtain Piedmont 
for its sovereign, we now know that we 
could have obtained something for him by 
the yielding of Ceylon; and, the world 
well knows that we obtained him nothing, 
Mark, besides, mark well, for the world 
has marked, our. frankness and sincerity. 
We could think of nothing less than Pied- 
mont, and that too, quite independent; 
guite clear of all annoyance from any or 
Napoleon's republics ; but, provided Russia 
will obtain an establishment for the King 
of Sardinia, we do not seem to care much 
what it is, or where or how it lies. . It was 
‘ in vain,” perfectly ‘in vain,” for us 
even to re-place the King of Sardinia ia 
«his capital,” and, of course, in his do- 
minions; but, if Russia will get him “ an 
“© establishment,” we will thank her ; nay, 
we will quarrel with Napoleon, we will 
even make it one of our grounds of war 
against him, if he refuses to grant this 
« establishment” through the means or 
Russia ! How truly, then, was,it observed 
by Mr. Wilberforce, that “ the very jn- 
 tegrity and good faith of the ministers 
and people of this country rendered us 
« unfit for continental connexion,” | —~» 
It may, perhaps, be said, however, | that 
by utility in replacing the King of Sardisia 
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in his capital, you. confined your meaning 


to utility. 10 ourselues. ~ But. we. now. see, 
that such an act would not have been useless 
even fo use. So true it is, thatin acting 
justly by, others,..we, in the end,; are sure 
to; promote ovr own good.. In the first 
places, we should have derived from sucha 
proceeding the negative advantage of pre- 
venting the encmy trom blasting our fame 
by the disclosure of the fact, that we re- 
fused to give up Ceylon for the purpose of 
obtaining ascttlement for our unfortunate 
and faithfal ally.; We should have derived 
likewise the advantege always attendant. on 
acis. of national: disinterestedness, Europe 
would have acknowledged that we had not 
been sheyjding ber blood for our own sakes ; 
and that though we were unable to leave our 
allies. as sve found them, we did.all we could 
for that end. We should have preserved 
our charaeter for generosity and frankness ; 
we should net have lost ali but. our honour ; 
we should, in that respect, have retained 
our honour and lost nothing; and, in the 
career ofa new war, we should have siarted 
with, at least, the hearty good wishes of the 
Conunent of Europe, But, besides | this 
general effect of the proceeding, we should 
have prevented, or lessened, some of the 
particular evils, which we now. experi- 
ence, Any arrangement that we could 
have made for, the King of Sardinia 
might have failed in preventing, ; Pied- 
mont from being finally annexed:to France ; 
yet,, we are not sure that it weuld have 
failed... And, who: shall be certain;, that 
the abandoument. of that. prince by us was 
not the principal cause of ibat annexation ? 
lt the. King of Sardinia had been, re-esta- 
biished in Piedmont, however surronnded by 
French arms and Fiench influence, the eject- 
ing him would; not jaye been a slight. mat- 
ter. It might have jagaim breught Austria 
and Russia into,the field. It might, and it 
would, bave retarded the execution af Napo- 
leon’s projects.; At avy rate, it would, have 
entirely prevented the secret convention, be- 
twee Rosia and. France, that. convention 
the terms of which seem to haye been drawn 
up, for the, express purpose of exciting the 
ay one hatred of«Austria agaist Russia, 
piacere kept, Russia in the interests of 
France, as long as her remaining so could be 
of.agy use to. the latter... And thus, Sir, are 
wean, smerting for that policy, which, 
} tubing , bos the custom-house 
erred a\spice-colony to the honour 
Hone + But, afterall, some one 







saan Atpossible that the powers.of Eu. 
Rene tt extta. and Prussia will not rouze 


 Rouze, themselves for what? 


teas 








(910 
Against Napoleon ?.; Why, she jis, the bene- 
factor of the latter; and the former isa treat 
power out of his reach, and in no danger 
from bim, unless. Russia be frst Jet into the 
South. Swift tells a story somewhere about 
the curates and the, bishops, the former cry- 
ing out that the chureb Was in danger, and 
the latter exhorting them to peace, obsery. 
ing, ‘* we are very well as we are.” So say 
Austria and Prussia: and, if the heads of 
those nations were to read the Lendon news. 
papers, they must be uiterly astonished at 
our uneasiness on (their account; at our 
friendly desire to promote their interests ; at 
our philanthropic attention to their prospe- 
rity, safety, and independence; and, parti- 
cularly at the tender anxiety we are con- 
stantly expressing for the preservation of their 
dignity and thetr honour. Someiimes this 
anxiety shows. itseif in our. displeasure at 
their tame and pusillanimous.conduct; and, 
there have been iustances, where it has bro- 
ken forth in. reproaches,, not to say down- 
right abuse... Nay, we have pot spared even 
imenaces against them . and have,..in a re- 
cent. case, proceeded to put those. menaces 
into execotion, by siezing their reaure ; as 
if we had said, ‘ if-you ,will not, make use of 
‘ it for the maintenance,ofiyour-honour, we 
‘ will.’--Yet, is .it possible, that the powers 
of the continent,. that Austria. and Prassia, 
would stand by and |see Great Britain sud- 
dued and added tothe dominions of Napo- 
leon, rather than embark, in the. present wat 
against him ?, Such a.choice, certainly.is not 
impossible, But, this.is not the (rue ques- 
lion. The, true,.question, is: will Austra 
and Prussia, rather.than, engage io the pre- 
sent war, see Great Britain continue the wat 
single banded, .thongh. exposed to the ia- 
roads of Napoleon, andeven to the, danger ol 
being annexed to his empire ? And.this ques- 
tion, 1 am much afraid, that, upon,a review 
of all the above-stated, circumstances, We 
must determine in the affirmative,-——Time 
to recruit is yery .muach wanted, by Austtia ; 
and beth Austria and. russia must wish, to 
sce the. ambitious, strides, of , Napoleon di- 
rected in any course rather than to the North 
and, the Easts,. ‘That it.will force,its. way 9 
some direction or other they, must.x ll know; 
directed. to the., Westward, it, is not very €45y 
to discover how, it,.could endanger, ot annoy 
them; and,. therefore, itis.by, no means ua- 
reasonable to.suppose, | that they, would even 
wish to.see it, exhanst its, force, pon these 
islands, ..In answer, to.such a.supposticd, ! 

will be ,asker,. whether Austria of Frost 
could be safes sae Beis dominions wsté 
once subdued iby Napoleon ?, But, Sis, AN 


triaand Prussia, will.caspy see, that, this cil 
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Ost} 
jugation would ‘not be the work of a few 
oaths, or of a few years ; nor would it be at 
all astonishing, if they were to conclude, that 
the enterprize, though it might speedily de- 
sitoy our Constitution of government, and 
spread ruin and misery over the land, might 
cost more years than Napoleon has: to tive 
and might eventually produce the restor: 
tion of the liberties of the continent. ——}t 
these reasons, Sir, it appears to me, that there 
exists no ‘well-founded hope, that, in the 
course of this wart, we shall derive any ad 
vantage from) continental co operation, ua- 
less we put ourselves in a situation to take a 
commanding part in a continental war, by 
providing such an army as shall at once 
convince those, whose alliance we desire, of 
the sincerity of our views and the solidity of 
our power. 

From discontents in France we have, if 
possible, still less tohope. There was, in- 
deed, a time when much might have been 
reasonably hoped for from that source; bur, 
that time’ is ‘past ; the French royalists have 
seen a peace of Amiens, and they have read 
of the proposition for sending Gronces and 
his gallant companions to Canada. ‘The time 
was not, perliups, entir+ly past, at the begin- 
ning of thiéswwar ; ‘but, thingsare how com- 
pletely ¢hatiged, and never again, during the 
present: stragele, will there be found in 
France a'single art raised in a cause in which 
England is engaged:*~— Besides, Sir, for us 
to hope for discontents in France, we ought 
to be able'to assign some reason why such 
discontents should now exist, or should here- 
after arise.” Theré is reason enough, in- 
deed, itv' the “ciréamstance of Napoleon's 
being ain Usurper) “ But, this sort of reason 
nevér ‘has had’‘any weight against a famous 
militafyehiéf;' and, we should recollect, too, 
that, though 'the collecting of the suffrages 
of the people iiight be 4 mere mockery, yet, 
the dyiasty of Bucnaparté has, in appear- 
ance at teast, ‘been established by the choice 
of the French nation: If we look at the pri- 
vileged estates, ‘the nobility and the clergy, 
we find that the old’ nobility are either de- 
sirdyed, or incorporated with the new; that 
tlie clergy aré’a body as much of Napoleon's 
création a is ‘the legion of honoar ; and, that 
not -dnly the interests, but the honour (or, 
call it the character, or reputation) and the 
veryexistence, of both, are iaséparably inter- 
woten “with the new dynasty, or, in other 
words, with’the Usurpation. “But, the coro- 
nation of Napoleon, which has been a sub- 
jéct’6f go mirth, real or affected, in the 
Btitish metropolis, is ‘a circumstance of a still 
higher bs wi Tts influénce will be felt b 
every Roman Catholic in the world; and, 
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we should not forget, that of the people of 
all Europe, these realms included, twe-thirds,» 
or thereabouts, are of the Roman Catholie 
religion. The London prints affect to ree 
gard the Pope as ‘* a poor miserable ald. 
creature. dragved from his home, at this 

he year, and at the 

part in the 

Q ' and 

‘¢ sanctifying the sword ! 0 
“« apostate, previous to his bere ied 

Sith ap imperial Diadem.” [oor 1 
able old creature, if they will have it so; 4: 

gicide and apostate, as long as they pleasc ; 
but, Sir, the coronation, whatever be the 
actors, isno “ farre:"” on the contrary, it 
may, I fear, be justly regarded, as avsort of 
prelude to the most serious and most awful 
drama that ever yet was exhibited on the face 
of the earth, The former, and, for aught I 
knéw, the present, impiety of Napoleon, has 
been, and may be notorious; though the 
world will not fail to forma just opinion 
of the motives of the British ministerial prints, 
in preferring this charge against him now, 
when their praises of him during peace are 
remembered, and when itis recollected, that 
the British ministers, particularly your co!- 
league Lord Hawkesbury, solemnly assurcd 
the Parliament that, at the peace, Napoleon 
had ** publicly asked pardon of God and 
“man.” But, supposing the new Eimperor 
still to be impious; and supposing his act of 
apostacy in Egypt to be a stain never to be 
washed out. Will this circumstance tend ta 
lessén the effects of the Papal benediction ? 
Does history tell us, that the apostacy of 
Henry TV rendered him an unpopular, or a 
feeble monarch? Or, do we read, that he 
was a most beloved and a most potent prince; 
and, though he perished at last by the hands 
of an assassin, his death is said to have oc- 
casioned more pablic grief than that of apy 
king of France, St. Lovis only excepted, 
To the editors of London newspapers the 
Pope may, both now aod at all other times, 
appear as ** a poor miserable old creature.” 
But, we must not, without hesitation, con- 
clude that he will, at any time, appear in 
that light to the Roman Catholics of any 
country. The present Pdpe is ‘not only in 
fact, but in right, according to the Roman 
Catholic faith, the head of, their charch ; 
and, I must confess myself completely at a 
loss to discover how either his person or his 
office has been “ humiliated and degraded” 
by his being called in to confirm a title, and | 
to give his sanction to an authority, Cope 
ferred by a nation ‘consisting’ of thirty-five’ 
millions of people, of, assumed by the most 
powerful sovereign, or'chief, ‘in the world. 
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With affected contempt and commiseration, 
Kuonaparté has been blamed for “ reviving 
“< ihe superstitions fooleries of Charlemagne.” 


The‘comiparison is most unfortunate Char- 
lemagne was the first Eenperor of the West ; 
he was a great \and glorious warrior; he de- 
fénded the Pope against the arms of his op- 
pressors ; he was crowned by Pope Leo III; 
his character was most noble; al! his views 
were grand; he reigned long, with great 
glory to himself and with not less happiness 
to his people. Js such the man, whose 
‘* fooleries” Buonaparté is to be /anghed at 
for reviving? But, suppose, merely for ar- 
gument’s sake, the anointing by the hands 
of the Pope to be, in our opinion and in 
reality, a * superstitions foolery.” How does 
that lessen the value of the ceremony to 
Buonaparté, and how does it diminish its 
influence in Europe, if the Roman Catholics 
do not consider it asa ‘* superstitious foolery,” 
but, on the contrary, as a very important 
religious act, conferring honour and sanctiiy 
upon him who receives it? Why, it may be 
answered, that the Roman Catholics are, 
then, superstitious fools. This leaves us 
where it found us ; for, their being supersti- 
tious fools, if true, will not deprive them of 
existence ; will not make them fewer in 
number than two-thirds of the inhabitants 
of Europe; will not rob them of those fa- 
culties, which render their approbaticn va- 
ludble to him, on whom itis bestowed. It 
is very easy to cry ** superstition and feolery.” 
The writer above quoted had only to open 
one of the books of Calvin, and. be might 
instantly have collected together terms and 
epithets, wherewith to make, against the 
Roman Catholics, as dirty a diatribe as -his 
heart could have yearned for. But, whatever 
other sins the Roman Catholics may have to 
answer for, jukewarmness is not generally one. 
Jt is of the very essence of she’ Roman Ca- 
tholic ‘church to iiispire her sons with great 
geal; great public spirit,. as far at least as 
she is concerned ; great dévotion ‘to her in- 
terest; great jealousy for her honour. And, 
if they, at all times, possess these feclings, in 
What an tncommon degree must they possess 


 theomat this time ; »when, after a Jong series 


of. persécutions and..of: degradation, they see 
hen again raising her head? Think you, Sir, 
that. y have not felt. the despitétul treat- 
mentiof their church ? That they were un- 
moved spectators of the exulation of the 


saints, of both Old and New England, and 





hatmies were rifling Anti-Christ 






"and 
that) theyyhiave: ‘forgotten this ? Verily the 

s m 42 20 Phe e : y 
have nob! snd, if. they do not now exult in 


Preitayra,\cat éteing ithe conquetor of so! 


where. else, at the time when the. 
¢ Whorewof Babylon?” Think you, | 


[oid 
many countries, he» who :disposes of king- 
doms, bowing at the altar of ‘their chorch, 
submitting to ber laws,» dnd receiving his 
crown at the hands of their pontiff ;-if they 
do not exult at.this, they must have: much 
less zeal than they have usually possessed, or 
much more magosnimity than was ever pro- 
fessed by any other class of mankind. Ex- 
ultation at the effect will natarally be fol. 
lowed by some degree of praise of, if not of 
gratitude towards, the cause. What! praise 
of an apostate! There is the mistake: we 
regard him as an apostate, they as a. convert. 
As a son that was Jost, and that is found. 
And, as to his being a hypocrite, so mach 
the greater the triumph of. Christianity in 
general, and of the Church of Rome in par- 
ticular; for his obeisance to the Pope, con- 
sidered in conjunction with his bypocricy, is 
a complete proof that temporal autherity is 
not to be maintained without spiritual aid; 
and thus atheism and deism, after ‘al! their 
scoffing, are compelled to assume the garb 
of piety, and to bend their proud necks at 
the shrine of the Gospel. ‘The Roman Ca- 
tholics in foreign countries will be, however, 
still disposed to’participate in the feelings of 
their rulers towards Napoleon, as far as tem- 
poral matters are concerned ; that is to say, 
if they aré justly treated by those rulers, and 
love them actordingly. -Bat,‘even they, re- 
menibering that he has exalted their church, 
and taken her under his mighty  protec- 
tion, will’ not hastily: wish’to see his 
power subverted ; and, as to France, every 
religious sentiment there. will assuredly op:« 
rate to the consolidation of his throne. Such, 
Sir, appears to me, to be the natural conse- 
qutnces of an event, which, since it was 
first spoken of, has been a constant subject of 
mirth amongst. ' those ‘sprightly gentlemen, 
who, to the honour of our country, conduct 
the ministerial newspaper press of the me- 
tropolis*,— But, * the despotism, the seve- 
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* A burlesque representation! of the core- 
nation of Bubnaparté was the brilliant con- 
ception of a’ rich loan-maker:) “lt was (© 
take place at! amasquerade of his guns 5 
the dresses; scenery, dnd *dramatis persone 
are. said’ to ‘have ‘been allo provided; ‘bet, 
from some case or other, jast before a 
night: of ‘exhibition, Balasar's’ heart oa 

him, abdothe ee tsa fer te ave 
to, and>be i proved on by, 

“pers and bn aa ‘Aodétdingly, we wer 
soon afterwards told, that the Maror oF 
‘Garrat (a. Well know? burlesque rast 
‘elections and menibers “of Pstliamen') na 
abont to be raised td’ the ‘rankiof Empero" ; 





aud, it oWas' stated ia the newsépapers, that 


‘Sie Hagyy Drespave, -astouthia “sell 
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945) 
«rity of Napoleon's government: will not 
‘ the people of France thereby be rouzed ?’ 
In answer to this, I cannot, in the first place, 
help observing; that, if we deny, that a 
despotic: government is. the only government 
suited to the character of Frenchmen, and 
that, repeating the sentiment of Voltaire, 
«good or bad they must have a master ;” 
if we deny this, I cannot help observing, 
that Land all those who have entertained and 
expressed. thé same opinions with myself, 
flatly contradict our former assertions ; and 
it mast be fresh.ia every one’s memory, that 
when, during the:peace of Amiens, Buona- 
parté assumed: the consulship for life, the 
ministerial writers expressed their joy on the 
occasion, regarding a despotic government, 
in the hands of a single person, as the only 
means of preserving tranquillity in France, 





who was, called Mayor of Garrat, had been 
bfore certain . police magistrates, and asked 
them if there. was any legal objection to 
his taking the. title of Emperor, at being 
crowned.accordingly, whereapon he was, 
it was, stated, told by the magistrates, that 
there was) certainly no impediment to the 
assumption... The account of the intended 
coronation shall be givenin their own words, 

——‘© PRocLAMATION,. To. our dutiful 
“.and loving subjects of Garrat... ‘* We, 
“‘ the Imperial Court of Garrat, do hereby 
“give, notice to our beloved Subjects, that 
“Our August Emperor, Sir Harry. Dims- 
“ dale, will. be crowned, at, his Imperial 
f Palace, the King’s. Head, in Old Comp- 
** tomstreet, Soho, on Monday the 15ih day 
** of October, in the year of our Lord 1804, 
“* at the hour of eight o'clock in the evening, 
“ Given at. Our Court, in Compton-street, 
*€ this 12th day of October, 1804.—Gon 


save THE Empenon !—The curiosity of 


“the public was so. great to see this mock 


* coronation, that it was hardly possible at 


* eight o'clock, the hour appointed, to find 
‘even standing roomin the place where the 
“ Kmperor was: intended to be! crowned. 
“The Eaiperor, (whois a very little and de- 
“* formed man, whoused. to hawk muffins 
‘© about the: streets), delivered three or four 
‘+ sneeches fullof professions of patriotism, 
“and a}tention to the interests of the peo- 
* ple, in a strain of caricatare of the decla- 
* rations.which are. to frequently made in ex 
‘* alted ssituations with 4s; jutle sipcetity as 
“* Sir pag ‘His, Majesty. made’ a: bun- 
*¢ ole, in déljorry: of, cue of his Sy 
“ which owas. very excusable, as: e did 
‘not | read ‘thém according to the usual 

‘But repeated: then tam memory. 
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“* Some‘discontent. was visible.in the eonn- 
soem), and some leven dated to | 


** the wounds of Europe 1" sTtis eurione to! 
observe how men's opinions chenge with 
their situations. How anxious they seem 
to find out the means of hiding their dangers 
and disgrace even from theimselyés !—Jnothe 
next place, Sir, I should Ike to know, 
whence it is that these writers now conclode, 
that the severity of the government of France 
will prodace discontents amongst the people 
of that country, while these same writers 
are daily contending, that, by similar means, 
a contrary effect has been produced in Ire- 
land. Suffer me to quote, for instance, the 
Morning Post news-paper of the Sth inst.; 


" openly express their disa phosbtinent and 
*¢ dissatisfaction at having paid their half- 
‘** pence and not seeing a crown furnished, 
“ Most fortunately there came ma party of 
** volunteers, who offered themselves to consti- 
© ¢ute his body-guard, aud immediately ar- 
“ ranged themselves on his right and Ie eft for 
“ the defence of his royal person. . Good 
‘¢ order was attempted to be restored, by a 
“¢ motion that the coronation should be post- 
** poned to the oth of November, the day 
‘“ fixed for another coronation, when it was 
« hoped that his Holiness the Pope might’be 
“ prevailed on to assist in the performance 
‘€ of this important Ceremony. The mobi- 
‘lity, however, had come to see a corona. 
‘¢ tion, and a coronation of some sort they 
‘€ would have.’ A crounm bow! of pundeh 
*« was thonght to comencarest in rank and 
* sound of its title to the imperial crown, It 
** was placed upon bis royal head: by: his 
“ body-gnard; iand ‘ God save tbe King’ was 
« sung in fall chorus, Severals hudzas and 
“ shouts of :* Long liveth Eatperar’ pro- 
« claimed that he was legally myested with 
“ the dignity.” Phe. voluateers) coming 10 
form his body-guard was quite in character, 
But, was the satire rea//y- aimed at Bonas 
parté? How could the anthem. of * God 
“ save great (George our King,” sung in’ 
burlesque, be meant a8 a satire onthe em- 
peror of France? | think Due may peroeive 
through the whole’ scene, and: therdéscrips! 
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tion of it, someshing that itds by‘nolmeans 


wise for magistrates to encourage; and that: 
may, if only a littleiimproved dyab, tea@'to 
the producing of events: far froombaughabdies 
In short, we may by: such means; degrade! 
ourselves, our country, | amd dir govatn.’ 
meot; bat never shalbowe: thereby: whifea: 
one hair of ‘Napoleon's! heai,, ‘ors blant tho! 
paint of one of his balfimilligatof bayonets. 
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and of “ healing the wounth of Rurape.” 

These were their very words, Yet) now woare! 
seeking, in this very.sort of ‘government; for 
the infallible means of distorbing the tran. 
quilliiy of France, and for again’ opening 
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*“ With respect to the report of the sailing 
‘ of the French fleet, we are confident that 
“‘ po such intelligevce has been received ei- 
«« ther in England or in Ireland, nor do we 
“ believe, that there is the slightest founda- 
“ tion for the statement; and as to the ru- 
*““ mour of approaching disturbances, we 
«‘ have the happiness to hear, that in the 
“ best informed and official circles, no ap- 
* prehensions whatever are-entertained in 
* this respect, The reporis which have for 
«+ some time past been circulated respecting 
«¢ the state of Ireland, we are now well as- 
** sured, were, for the most part, erroneous. 
© No symptoms of discontent have of late been ma- 
“ nifested in that country; the accounts rela- 
“ tive to the escape of state prisoners in dif- 
“ ferent parts of the country are wholly un- 
* founded, nor have there been for some 
“ time past, any persons of that description 
* in confinement, except at Kilmaioham, 
“and a very saiall number at Cork and 
“ Belfast, On the whole, the great body 
“‘ of the people of ireland are at present 
« attached, in @ remariadle Jeorce, to the go- 
« yernment, aod the country i2 general is zz @ 
“ far more tranquil and promising s than it has 
© deen for many years past. ‘That there are 
** some disaifected men ia Ireland, the dupes 
* of wicked and designing outcasts, our in- 
“ formation does not warrant usto deny; but 
«© we have the consolation to know, that a 
“ very great proportion of the people are 
“ actuated by ihe most sincere and ardent 
“* sen iments of Joyaiiy; and that should the 
** enemy ever succeed in reaching the shofes 
** of that country, they will find hundreds 
“* of thousands ready to repe! the aggres- 
** sion, and to turn the attempt to the utter 
** destruction of theaggressors.” . Now, Sir, 
I by no means insinuate, that the govern- 
ment of [relaod, though the habeascorpus act 
is suspended and though the people are 
biable to. martiallaw, is as severe as the go- 
veroment of “Buonapart€é. My argument 
does not require that fact to be éstablished. 
But, nee presume to suppose that it 
will be granted, that the government of 
IveJand js somewhat more severe ihan it was 
béfore the pabeas corpus act was suspended 
and,b e.the people were made liable to 
be’ tr idjndged by martial law; if 
(and if it be true that the 
and are now ** attached to 
sGt in a remarkable degree,” 








* country in general is in a 
vil and promising state than 
B) for many years past,” the 
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eRe _sctuated by the most sincere 
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wi Aagenans are advanced, or admit- 
ama be glad to hear ‘the arcument 
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whereon these writers ground their hope of 
discontents against Napoleon, arising from 
the severity of his government: ——{'his 9¢. 
gument, however, drawn from “the expeéri- 
ence of Ireland, is, it must :be! confecse? 
worth nothing, the radical position beip: 
shamefully false; and, L have only intro. 
doced it. ia order to shew how completely 
destitate: these writers ure of principles 
whereon to reason.——+A much better aroy- 
ment, against the opinion that Napoleon's 
government will be disturbed by domestic 
discontents, presents itself in the general, 
and, indeed, the natural effect of such g0- 
vernments ; and one may safely aver, that 
the sovereign who hasa body of enterpzizing 
nobility, whatever be their denomination - 
a national church, to which ninety-nine 
huadreths of the people are attached; a 
numerous, well-disciplined, and well-ap- 
pointed, army: one may safely aver, that 
he who has all these at his command, need 
be under little apprehension from the dis- 
contents of the people. . “¢ ‘The enemies of 
“ tyranny” (said the Oracle newspaper of 
the 19th ultimo ;) ‘© the enemies of tyranny 
“* and oppression will be glad to hear, that 
* the French nation itself, doomed for some 
** time past to.vent its complaiuis in un- 
** availing» murmurs, .has at last courage 
“ do. remonsirate aloud against the usur- 
“ pation of Buonaperté, whose pride and 
** insolence. are intolerable. Talleyrand 
“ and Fouche, who may be called Lis 
right and left arms, perhaps his very vital 
“ principle, Aave indicated ‘symptoms of dis- 
“ dke, to the will of the tyrant. The armies 
“ are also beginning to express sentiments Of 
“ disaffiction, . Accounts. from Boulogne 
“ state, that universal disconicnt prevails 
“ among the troops; that all idea of their 
“ embarking for the purpose of invasion has 
“ been abandoned ; and thatthe flotilla men 
“ are ready to turn against their commanilers. 

Thus, Sir, are the people of this:country de; 
ceived; thus.are duped; thus are their spi- 


- 


| 





_rits buoyed ppon by: false. hopes, by a reliance 


upon auy thing rather than: their own nation- 
al exertions! Napoleon, supposing the force 
of his authority alone to, be insufficient for 
the purpose of repressing domestic distarb- 
ances, has, in the ruling passion of Frepch- 
men, and in his. inclination and ebility foam 
tify that passion, 1 mean the loye of nations 
glory, means more than quite sufficient 10 se 
cure, not only, the! tranquillity of the states 


but the hearts of the peoples It is not 


against a renowned military ebief that 4 pro” 
P ‘y rebels ; it is not against suche chief a 
a people murmurs: no, Sir, sey PUN 


opposite description. Such a chief may’ D* 
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tyrannical; bat from this cause the great 
mass of the people will fee! not much incon 

venience. "1 @ men remote from power” 
bis tyranny wilbohardly be known; while 
the glory which his military achievemeits 
shed upon the country, will iliumine even 
the meanest. hut; and will endear bim to 
every one to whom nature has not devied the 
capacity of, feeling that he has a share in 
that glory: and, of these who do not so 
feel, the enmity may. be safely despised, Be- 
sides, the soft, the silent, the cat lke paw of 
corruption and of perverted law; the exer- 
cise of tyranny under the name, and in the 
phrases, of justice and I:berty, such as t have 
witnessed in America, for instance, is much 
more deleterious to socicty, as well as more 
grating to the sonl ot the individual, than 
the random bolts, the partial blews, of a sin- 
cle despot, which, at least, leave to the suf- 
ferer the consolation of being pitied. . But, 
suppose the choice to lie solely between the 
lossof individualdiberty and the loss of the 
glory of the: country, shockingly degraded 
must be what»people who woud, for a mo- 
ments: hesitateito prefer the former. ‘The 
aversion: to! opstarts, I grant, is poweriul 
and: Inghly clandable: it has) its rise in 
the mo# just andonoble sentiments of the 
mind: But, -Sir, those who:have risen, bow- 
ever suddenly, by deeds of arms, are.not up- 
starts) “The term upstart will never be ap- 
plied tothe -hero-of the Nile.» Extraordinary 
latents, exerted iny rendering great public 
services, whetherain the cabinet or the fic!d, 
are @ tairfoundatiun fer rank and power, 
Men exalted’ by such means may be an ob- 
Jeet of envy aniougst. their less meritorious 
or less fortunate! rivals, burthe mass of the 
people will «seldom: fail to. acknowledge the 
Justies ofotheir claims: “Tbe upstarts whom 
good men date ‘are suclyas have risen by low 


and base arts, or who have growo up out of 


the follies or-vices. of their particular patrons, 
or of the government and>governioeg system 
ID gener; oFhey have been well denomi- 
Dated «mushrooms; for they spring from the 
rotten part of the istate; :arid: the soil that 
bears« them wilkjseldom) bear. any thing 
else; /\ Crawling’ sytophants; labourers in 
the dirty swork. ‘of ccorruption, ‘with: all 
the endless list of j. bbers of evety description, 
suchraso] have seen in America, for instance. 
Such are the upstarts ; snen who, having, as 
it were, stolei! fortanes from the public trea- 
sures that! is:to sey fron the labour of the 


people, become,’ by the tneans of those for- 
tones, the poi » of abe dand, making 


slaveg of those whonr they have already pil- 
lagedwand impoverished: such are the. ap- 


starisyc whom every honest and ‘honourable 
man mast ‘hate, and to whose sway he can 
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never submit without impatience. To the 
arrogance of military chiefs people have an 
apology for yielding ; but, quietly to yield to 
the ing!orous tyranny of tame peculators ad- 
mits of no excuse. ‘The tyranny of milit ry 
chiefs 1s harsh; ‘but itis not humiliating, Jr 
does not debase the mind, as wel} as empty 
the purse, of the snfferer. Hence it is that 
we have seen the French submit to almost 
any thing from their military rulers, while 
the people whom they have subdued, though 
they wanted the courage to resist their own 
cowardly masters, seized the first opportu. 
nity for shaking off their authority; ag 
it they had said, * if we must be slaves, 
*‘ let us submit to those whose power and 
‘ whose military fame wi!! offord an excuse 
‘ for our submission.” ‘This, Sir, is a sen- 
timent of a most dangerous t:ncency, and 
one which, I trust, the people of this coune 
try never will be tempted to adopt. But, at 
the same time, I cannot but think it ful! as 
likely that they should adopt such a senti. 
ment, asthat the people of France should 
now become generally discontented with the 
goverumentof Napoleon, 

Such, Sir, are my reasons for thinking, 
that, in the prosecution of the present war, 
there exists uo well-founded hope, that we 
shall, pursuing our present policy, derive 
any aid from al.iances on the Continent, or 
from discontents amongst the people of 
France. I beg fo be understood, not as 
having described what ought to be th: cone 
duct of the continental powers, or of tle 
people of France ; but what wi/l be the r 
conduct: and, the motive by which I am 
actuated, is, to convince you, that, tremen- 
dons as the conflict will become, we have 
no. reliance’ but upon our own exertions, 
What is the prospect of the war, with 
regard to, those exertions, shali be the sub. 
ject of another Jetter.——-[n the mean while, 
I remain, Sir, your, &c. Ww. Cosperr. 
Dike Street, Dec. 13; 1804. 

VOLUNTEEKS., 

Under the head of Summany or Poxt- 
TiC», } had much to say; but the foregoing 
subject appeared to me more imporiant than 
any other at this time, An occurrence re- 
lative to. the Volunteers must not, howeyer, 
be omitted. It will be found very emphati- 





cally described in the following adveitite-_ 
ment from the Sun newspaper of the bth 
instant.——‘* Whereas ii has been represents, 


‘s ed to the lordscommissioners of the Ad- 


“ miralty, that a mosi violent outrage was, On 
4 she vight of the gth day of October Iqet 
~~ committed at Marazion, in the County 
— Cornwell, on Licut. Andrew Wells, anda 

“ party of seamen aud marines belengg, to 


-~ 


‘ bis Majesty's ship Gannett (who had been 
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*. sent.on shore fer the purpose of apprehend- 
“i jing two deserters), by a number of men, 
ein vhe’ whole about thirty, armed with 
 musquets and bayonets, dressed in regi- 
+ mentals, and supposed to belong to the 2d 
* battalion of Mount’s Bay Volunteers, who 
** attacked the lient. and his party, and com- 
«4 pelled them to retreat to their boat, and 
¢¢ while in the act of launching the same, in 
order to get on board their ship, felonious- 
+ Jy fired several musquets loaded, at them, 
« the balls from which passed very near the 
«* persons of the said lieut. and his party :— 
se Whoever shall apprehend, or shall give 
«© such information to Messrs. George and 
‘© Samuel John, of Penzance, solicitors, as 
«¢ sha'l be the means of apprehending any of 
é* the persons concerned in so firing off the 
s* said musquets at the said lieut. and his 
« party, or of giving any orders or direc- 
«¢ tions for the same (other than and except 
« the persons who actually fired), so that 
«* snch offenders, or any of them, may be 
« brought to justice, shall receive a reward 
< of fifty guineas, to be paid on their convic- 
<«* tion, by Mr. Bicknell, Solicitor of the Ad- 
«* miralty, Spring garden Terrace, London.” 





STATE OF TRELAND.—LetTTerR V. 
(See the foregoing letters, p. p. 673,711, 745, 
906 ) 

Srx,—— There remain two points of view 
in which the question of Catholic emancips- 
tion should be considered, in order that the 
subject should be fully before your readers. 
Friast, the possible effect of it on the secu- 
rity of property in Ireland; and, Sec¢onp, 
the efféct of it, as it relates to the connex- 
ion of that country, taken in the sense of a 
distant ‘country, aod Great Britain. The 
first I propose to make the subject of this 
letter. It has always been held by the vio- 
lent assertérs of Prorestant ascendency, that 
the property which was forfeited at different 
times if Ireland, and granted or sold by the 
crown, to Protestants, would be restored -to 
the right’ tieirs, if ever the Catholics were 
permitted to'sit in Parliament. It is not 
here necessary to analyse the motives of such 
itisirfwations: we'shall metely confine our- 
séives' to°the mode of reasoning, and the 
fdets 6h which thistes been advanced. —It 
is*staféd) ity Proof Of this position, that maps 


aré carefallyapreserved of the forfeited lands, 
OF the Nedeuadanty ‘of those families from 
whom ai taken), arid that regular con: 


" ‘lee’ ttiadé thereof, by wills and 
ifstrtiniénts ; and ‘farther, that 
thé leh Flodse’ of Comimons, in the reign 


re des See repealed the act of set- 
4 


reecsnil rep 
whieli‘ntt’ confirms the Protestant 
tithes, hut the soctte ace Would again be re- 
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pealed if Parliament were opened to bs ad 
mission of the Catholies.—— Ip refutation 
of the first part of this arghment, we shall 
deem it sufficient to state, that many of the 
forfeitures took place in the reign of Ciives, 
Elizabeth ; those in the province of Ulster 
in that of James the First; and the remain. 
der in the interval between that reion and 
the reign of Queen Anne. The latest, there. 
fore, of these forfeitures occurred above 100 
years ago, and many of them so long ago as 
two centuries. — When these facts are added 
to the consideration of the method of pre- 
venting the growth of popery ia Ireland, 
which has been acted upon during the first 
eighty years of the last century, the extermi- 
nating system of warfare with which the Irish 
rebellions have been opposed, and the ‘ex- 
treme difficulty which must have attended 
the perpetuating of the titles to these for- 
feited lands during such long periods of time, 
even from father to son, and the infinite con- 
fusion that must arise from any atlempt ic 
give back these forfeitures, in all cases where 
the Iineal descent could vot be traced out, 
the impracticability of the restoration of them 
is very easily made out. But the circum- 
stance, which of all others has contributed to 
ih thane the titles of the Protestants, is the 
very first act of concession which the Catho- 
lics experienced ; namély, the permission to 
purchase, and to take land on lease in the 
same manner as the Protestants. ‘This pri- 
vilege was granted in 1778, and, since that 
period, the riches of individual Catholics, 
and the quantity of lands purchased by them, 
and taken under lease, is so extensive, that 
they are themselves a body very much in- 
terested In the security of the titles under 
which the Protestants ase acquired, the,for- 
feited lands. In reply to the argument that 
is deduced from the ‘conduct of the Irish 
Howse of Commons, in the reign of James 
the Second, it is only necessary to observe, 
that the recurrence. of stich a measure is 20- 
solutely impossible. — There ‘exists no Irish 
Patliament in which a ‘King of. these realms 
could pack ‘a’Catholfc majority ;. but, on 
other hand, there exists those.laws,, and that 
coronation oath which srobibit the adoption 
of measuires sitnilar 0 those acted por, Dy 
James in Trelshd; and, in the place of a ° 
liament of Ireland, there isa Parliament 
.e Emipire, in which it hag, already. bet? 
te, ae eR SEP 












place, “As. the titicontrol cof, the, Ce: 
tholic body in matters either of. spiritusl, 
temporal Concern. In confirma of, : 
is here malae ic have opinions a 
the most violent advocates of Pr payin 
pecan Mini Lord Cire apd De 
gevian, expressed by them a8 the grou 
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their assent to the measure of a legislative 
union. This latter protector of the Catholic 
penal code, declared in Parliament that the 
yaion would secure the right of Protestants 
in sach a manner, as to preclude the possi- 
bility of their being assailed by the attacks 
of the Catholics; and so forcible was the 

wer of this Doctor’s reasoning, that it 
even induced Mr. Addington to quote him 
as an authority to prove the’ benefits of the 
union, as it related to religious controversy. 
The union, in fact, as it has, in a former let- 
ter been stated; is the charter of these rights 
of the Irish Protestant. It secures, by an 
express article, the Protestant reformed reli- 
gion, as the established religion of the coun- 
try; and it precludes the repeal of the act 
of settlement, by placing the legislature of 
Ireland in the hands of an Imperial Parlia- 
ment.—What is here stated respecting the 
impracticability of the repeal of this law, will 
be more fully’ exemplified by taking into 
consideration the manner and means,: by 
which, ander ‘the existing circumstances, the 
Catholics could recover the possession of the 
forfeited lands, They would, in truth, have 
a no léss work to perform than that of bring- 
ing about’a rebellion, so successful as to ex- 
pel the authority of Great Britain; for, with- 
out such an event they could not dissolve 
the Connexion with Great Britain, which is 
the security of the titles of Protestants; and, 
even if they could dissolve the connexion 
with Great Britain, which is the security of 
the titles of “Protestants, they Would then 
have to acquite the consent of all the Catho- 
lic ‘purchasers of landed property, and of all 
the Catholic “tenants, many of whom have 
interests in their: farms greater than those of 
the actual owners, to such a total revolution 
in the’ state of property, which would not 
only contribate directly to their own ruin, 
but’ indiftectly to a system of anarchy and 
confusion greater than the world ever before 
expérienced.- Whether, therefore, we exa- 
mitie this argument, which goes to. prove 
the hazard of granting a complete emancipa- 
tion'to the Catholics, as it beats upon the 
subjedt of secutity of property, as to the pro- 
bability of their attempting to regain. their 
eaten br, 2a th the means. By: which they 
cit effet it, thete remains uot the slightest 
shadow of kouid reason to authorize the most 
trividl Upprehension. Time has worn away 
the memor ae dvantage of enjoying it, 
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feited lands far indeed beyond. the reach. of 
human attainment, to those who by descent 
or grant may have a virtual title. Whatever 
circumstance may have been omitted, to be 
noticed in this attempt. to silence the cla- 
mours of those, who can bend to. seek inv 
dious and weak arguments, to prejudice the 
cause of the Irish Catholics, will be. suffi- 
ciently excused by the anxiety which neces- 
sarily arises to produce that species of dis- 
proof, which alone is in itself adequate to the 
purpose; namely, the voluntary declaration 
of the whole Catholic body, .as quoted in a 
former letter, (p. 715) ‘‘ We do hereby so- 
‘¢ lemnly disclaim, and for ever renounce all 
** interest in, and title to, all forfeited lands, 
* resulting from any right, or supposed 
“* rights, of our ancestors, or any claim, ti- 
“ tle, or interest therein; nor do we admit 
“ any title as foundation of right, which is 
‘* not established and acknowledged by the 
“* laws of the realm, as they now stand.” 
(Declaration of the Irish Catholics.) Here 
we have before us the candition, on which 
the Catholics require their rights; and this 
condition wisely, voluntarily, and unani- 
mously offered, invanticipation of silly appre- 
hensions, and for the permanent satisfaction 
of every one whom the active promulgation 
of these fears might have warped in jadg- 
ment. Such conduct, surely, should not 
only quiet all alarms respecting property, but 
also produce a reciprocal anxicly oo the part 
of the Protestants to remove erroneous. im, 
pressions, apd to promote the great work of 
universal conciliation, The Catholics, by 
their mode of proceeding, have displayed 
their wisdom .and their liberality, and the 
Protestants ought not to permit it to be said, 
that they havevevinced, in return, any thing 
that can be termed intolerance and folly. 
Having discussed, in detail,, the nature of 
the question of security of Irish property, we 
shall now consider it in a more general point 
of view, as connected with: the, Catholic 
claims. . If there is any truth in either ong- 
of two common opinions, first, that the ,re-; 
bellions in Ireland originate in the discoor., 
tents of the Catholics; or, secondly, that acta! 
of concession will prevent the recorrence of; 
them, the security of property will be farther, 
strengthened by the emancipation; ,, W bile, 
the point is contended, whether the measure; 
will or will not lead to fatare imaginary, evileys 
the existence of rebellion is a present evils 
and much more deserving of atieption, _\m, 
man can deny, that internal tranquillity, wily 


| add to the security ad valne,.of propetixio 


nor can it well be imagined., that, ig acepar, 
try where three-fourths, of the iphabjtants ATG, 
excluded from their constitutional sight, the, 
exclusion does ot operate as a standing sud; 
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powerful source. of every description of ftu- 
gzault,from the frenzy of a mob to that of the 
violence, of anrorganized rebellion. What is 
it-that renders the market price of lands in 
Ireland only 20 years. purchase, while in 
Great Britainyilis 30 years? Whatis ic that 
renders Ireland a preferable object of French 
mvasion, and. inferior in point of natural de- 
fence to Great Britain ? What is it that drives 
away the. gentry, aod that checks the im- 
provement of land, and the civilization of the 
people? It isthe privation which three mil- 
lions of people experience of their franchises. 
Jt. is because they do not enjoy the benefits of 
Magna Charta; and, therefore, cannot be 
stimulated-toexertion in defence of the Bri- 
tish connexion, by the same bond of union 
and fraternity which rouses ihe people of 
Great Britain to exertion against every at- 
tempt to invade their liberties, Instead, 
therefore, of the security of property being 
hazarded by the emancipation, it cannot be 
said to exist until this measure is adopted ; 
and those short sighted politicians,,who re- 
fuse it, under apprehensions of fature dan- 
ger, deceive themselves by the darkness of 
their understandings, If a proprictor of 
land requires to know what is wanting to 
raise the value of his estate to.30 years pur- 
chase, he must be told, it is the emancipation 
of the Catholics. If the expelled country 
gentleman wishes to know what measure 
will enable him to return in safety to his 
niansion, his sports, and his society, he must 
be informed, that this measure is Catholic 
emancipation. If the Protestants seek a 
remedy against the miserable state of living 
in constant fear of becoming the objects of 
the crueliy and the barbarism of their Catho- 
lic fellow, subjects ard. neighbours, it: must 
be explained to them, that. this remedy is 
Catholic emancipation ; and, if the: minister 
of Great Britain knows. what will best pro- 
mote bis fame, and will, adopt. that measure 
which -will. most ce:tainly preserve the inte- 
grty.of the British empire, against the hos- 
ule attempis of all enemies foreign. and. do- 
mestic, he.will adopt the measure of Catholic 
emancipation. ——Z, Liverpool, . Now. 
25,4804. iva 
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will permit, I shall be very glad of your cor 
respondent's opinion ewpon «the followin, 
cases... First: Suppose 1 refuse to réteiy. 
moucy tendered to me in Bank notes, and 
bring an action for the debt; the defends» 
pays the whole sum into coutt, which | oa 
desirous to take out im order to be allowed 
my costs. In what manner shal} | proceed, 
so as to obtain payment.of both debt anJ 
costs in specie? If in this case, I proceed (5 


trial, no costs will be allowed me, becay..9 


the money paid iato court 18’ the whole o: 
my demand, ualess the court ‘shovld think 
that the debt not being ‘paid into court in 
specie, was a sufficient reason for proceeding 
to trial: ~~ Seconp: Suppose no money js 
paid intocourt, and I obtain judgment either 
after inquiry or verdict, and issue execution 
against’ the goods of the defendant whic) | 
sell. Shall I be justified in selling them at 
lower price. than they are: really wort), 
(which undoubtedly, I should be obliged to 
do) im order to obtain payment of my ce- 
mand in specie? It is true, that] am at |i- 
berty to take the person! of the defendant, 
but very often that sort of remedy would be 
worse: than the :diseasé;) for I should not 
only:tose»the. debt and ‘costs, but be obliged 
to pay.the sheriffs powndage, and other ex- 
penses to a considerable amount.——! put 
these questions ‘to your correspondent, be- 
cause I trust be will bé able to answer them 
in a satisfactory manner; and, because, in 
all events, l-wish them tobe answerable. 1 
is not; however, my desire to'see your pudii- 
cation made) the: mere vehicle’ of practical 
law; but: these questions are so very mate- 
rial to the point in agitation, that 1 make no 
apology for troubling you with them. ‘The 
paper-system has now become so general, and 
its influence is so~alarmingly perceptible, 
that every means shoold’be! adopted in order 
to keep: it within reasonable bounds. For- 
merly, the list of persons, who ‘arose to sad- 
den affluence, was almost’ solély’ filled with 
contractors’ and» jobbers, ‘that barpy tribe 
which delights to wallow im thé blood of «- 
mies, and to’ feed abd fatten’ ‘vpon the vitals 
of mankind. Oftthem it has been observed, 
that their palates’ rdée ‘like exhalaiions, and 
their equipages glittéred “like meteors 5 but 
now this sort.of hocas “pocus work thas be- 
comé $0. common, that it neither excites our 
indignation nor! suprise!’ The system © 
paper-money has so 'set/at‘houight the O° 
usual-and prognetiyPirie fo optilence 3 

power; thatthe 'iman; | who'yesterday $0, 
behind our chair, shill to’day rival snd 
in ‘nificence splen dor,’ a oper . 
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ther these, things. are symptomatic of the 
greatness, or decline, of a nation, he who 
bas observed, the,course of recent events with 
attention, will be able to form a conclusion 
t once correct. and sorrowfal. I am, Sir, 
ours, &c, &e. CriTo. 
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MILITARY OFFICERS’ PAY, 

&1x,—A paragraph having lately appeared in 
all the daily papers, confidently stating, that a 
board of generalofiicers had-been ordered to 
assemble, on the subject of increase of pay to 
the officers of the army; and thatthe several 
rates had been actually fixed. You may 
easily conceive. what. sensations of joy such 
intel.igence created throughout every rank of 
the profession, from the ensign to the lieut,- 
colonel; .the lower ranks indulging the fond 
hopes of being, soon rescued trom the con- 
stant prospect that. stood before, them of im- 
prsonment, and the want of the common 
necessaries of Jife; and the field officers, 
that they might, be placed a little above their 
presegt situation. of mere existence.—-—The 
cuagrin, and; deep. disappointment that. has 
succeeded the , development of so -cruel a 
lictiony can bevery well, imagined, and must 
make every well, wisher to. his couatry ‘re- 
g<t, that, that profession which you, Sir, so 
justly think, dn the present political state of 
Lurope, (buat partioularly of Great Britain), 
ought to be, elevated over every other class 
of men in the publicopinien, should have re: 
inained s9 long and meanly remunerated, :as 
to be absolutely despised by common trades- 
men tor their abject state of poverty !+—Is 
this a situation, Siry for the dfficers of the 
“ry to; be permitted to remain in, at a pe- 
tiod when, every thing that is dear’ to Britons 
is likely to depend upon the gallant exertions 
of the copules force,————In the, year 1707, 
rhe pay, of the private soldiers was not) only 
doubled,, but they have had, ever since, the 
very great addiuional benelit of being supplied 
with their. provisions of. animal, food and 
bread, atthe low fixed, price of sixpence and 
three half, pence per pound, ‘shoeld those 
articles ever have risento ten times thatsum; 
so that, infact, the private soldiers pay) has 
become, more, than three-fold. within: six | 
years, when, thatiof the ofhcers has remained 
10 state quo for, upwards of sixty, with,the 


chcepiion. of one poor shilling per day to the 
6U 


sudden, effort of unbounded attention and 
comfort..te, the; saldier,, without extending 


any, part)ta the.officers, I shail not attempt to 
offer, ap, opipipg,.o0 5 but, it. is. astubborn , 
fact that mon mechanic enjoys a great- 
tr, degice, of. pecumiary independence than 


the gubalierus, or cven captains.of the army, 


, ies yy What.might. have caused, this , 
a; 
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the rank of major or liedt.-colonel, after 
long and, perhaps, severe service, has mgrely 
suilicient to keep the external appearance of 
poverty from his door, without possessing 
enough to furnish him with ordinary enjoy- 
ments within the reach of his grocer or tav- 
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Jor. Their circumstances have been still 
farther circumscribed, in proportion to their 
rank, by the force of an indirect: order, which 
has, fer these two or three last years, obliged 
the field officers to: be constantly mounted, 


| and of course put to the expense of keeping, 


at least, one if not two horses, without any 
allowance whatever to cover this enormous 


| expense ; this reduces a field officer's pay 


considerably below that of a captain. This 
hardship has been more severely felt since 
the period that the field officers companies 
were taken from them, by which they not 
ouly lost a .considerable contingency, but 
likewise, the field allowances which were at- 
tached to.companies; which altogether has 
decreased the tield offcer’s emolument at least 
sixty pounds perannom; and vofertanately, 
jostat the time that he was made to pay five 
per cent income tax. By giving this letter a 
place in your Register, you will very much 
oblige an old :friend to the army in genera!, 
with three sons atpresent in the profession. 


A.B. 
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FOREIGN OFFICLAL, PAPER. 
Parat ALLocuTion.—Allocution -del'vered 
by his. Holiness the Pope.to a Secret Vonsis- 
tory addressed .on.the 29th of October, 1804, 
previous!y, to, bis, departure from, Rome on 
his journey, to, france, :in order to assist an 
the Coronation of the Emperor Napoleon. 


(Continued and concluded from p. 692.) 





A reqnvest of this nature not only in itself 


affords the clearest proof of his religion and 
filial. reverence to his Holy See, but it has 
been.also accompanied with express decla- 
rations, by which the Emperor has informed 
us of his constant desire to promote the holy 
faith, torepair the injuries for the prevent. 
ing of which he has laboured with so much 
‘zeal. in these flourishing regions. You 
therefore see, most venerable brothers, what 
jost and momentous causes we have for un- 





_dertaking this journey; we are moved not 


only by the interests of our holy religion, but 
by gratitade to that powerful Emperor, who 
has put forth all his-authority to cause, the 
Catholic religion to be freely professed = pob- 
licly exercised'in France; and who bas shewa 
bis mind so anxious for increasing tle Pros - 
perity of that religion.——-We have al 

formed great hope, that’hasing undertake 

this journey by his‘invitation, when we shall 
speak to him face to face, sucly things may 
‘be effected ‘by his wisdom’ for the gobd Cf the 
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Cathohe Chorch, which is the onby ark of | 


salvgtion, that we may be able to comgratu- 
= ourscives op having pertected the work 

tour mest holy religion. It is not so much 
on our weak cloquence that we budd that 
hape, as on the grace of him whose apworthy 
weegercut We ste Upon carth, W ‘hose grace, 


when invoked by boly rites, 1s poured largely | 


into the hearts of princes, who are ngitiy 
disposed for receiving the goed etfects ms a 
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sacred ceremony, ¢s; pecially when they are | 


the fathers of their people, sclicitous about 


their eternal salvation. and determined to live | 


and die true sons of the Cathohe Church.— 
For these causes, venerable brethren, foillow- 
jog the example of some of our predecessors, 
who have, for s certain tinne, Icft their own 
abode to visit distant regions to promote the 
interests of religion, and to gratify those 
princes who have deserved wel]. of the 
harch, we ondertake the present journey, 
although the distance, the unfavourable sea- 
son of the year. our advanced age, and the 


infirm state of our heal-h, would have other- | 


wise completely deterred us from such a 
voyage. But we esteem these considera- 
tions as nothing, if God will but grant us the 
prayers of ovr heart Nor have those 
things which should be before our eyes, at al! 
escaped our mind before we formed our se- 
rious resolution; but we have seen and con- 
sidered every thing: in which consideration 
meny difficulties arose, and our constic nce 
Was on some of them doubtful and uncer- 
tain; but sech antwers have been returned, 
and soch’ declarations made by order of the 
Emperor, that’ we have been persuaded of 
the atility of our journey for the rood of re- 
igion, which is an object: ‘ Bat itis onne- 
cessary to detail in a ditluse harangue, these 
causes to you, to whunri have already com- 
municated them, ahd whose opinions (be- 
tere we utidertook a step of such moment) 
we not only consulted, but to whom, as it 
was tight, we gave the greaicst’ weight.—— 
Not to pass over, bowever, that which is 
above ail thi © necessary in important deli- 
uerations, a knowicig’ tat (according to 
the saying of Divine Wisdom). the resolu- 
tiens of mortals are weak and: timid, and 
their foresight doubtful, even of those men 
who pa mostih morals.and in 4 and 
Fise tke: incense to the pre- 
we have, therefore, taken 
"most earntst prayers to the 
that directed by hit, we 
t only which is pleasing én his 















shinee as of ‘his church. God is our 
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lity poered forth our “heart, to thom we 
have @fteh ratéc@ oor ends in his Holy 
Temple, beseeching him to listen to cor 
prayer and belp us, that we have proposed 
to ourselves nothing eke than what ovchr 
alWays to be our object ; ; his gtorr, the a 
terests of the €athotie réligian mM, the salva- 
tion of soaks, and the discharge of those 
apastolie functions whith have been ep- 
trusted to us, unworthy @swe are YY. ; 
also are our witnesses, venerable breth: ren, 
to whom, a8 we assisted at vour cx 7 
we wislied- that ev ery thing shovld be 
fectly known and understood, and to wi 
we ha¥e fully communicated the gent 
fechngs of our heart. “‘Therefote, when sc 
great an object is likely by divine assistance 
to be completed, acting as a faithful vice 
gerent ef God ovr Saviour, we have didier- 
taken that journey, to which we have been 
prompted by such strong reasons. The Fa- 
ther of all Mercies, will, as we hope, bl- 
our footsteps, and shine on this new epo: h 
of religion, with the fultiess of increased 
glory.—-Afier the example of onr prede- 
cessors, and particularly the recent example 
of Pope Pius VI. cf reveted memory, who 
made the same résolotion when he se‘ ¢ it 
for Vendosme, -we inform you, venerab'e 
brethren, ‘that we have disposed anc order- 
ed‘every thing, so as that the curir, a! r 
the hearing of causés with assistance from 
this holy seat, shall remain in their presert 
state, UntiPwe shall have returned, and, 
we bute considered in our minds a ihe 
necessity Of death is imposed upon all, and 
that the day of our death is dincertain, we 
have therefcre thoaght it necessary to fol- 
low the example of our predecessors, pat- 
ticwlatly of Pope Pius VI. when he set out 
tor Vendosme, by eee the pontifical 
conitiato ‘be held, if God shall Sdciee to 
take uSaway from this world, doring od 
absence from you. Lastly, we beg and 
intreat of lways ‘to retain for me the 
affeetion you have hitherto shewn for me, 
and that in eur absence vou will comm id 
our soul te the a'l-powerful God, to our L ord 
Jesus Christ, to his ‘mdet glorious Virgin 
Mother, atid to the blessed Apostle Peter, 
that'this jodrney of out’s may be fortunate 
ahd’ 'prosperdns, and that it may end _. 
ly.  Whieh’ if we shall, as we ps li 
able’ te obtain fréin the author of all ? 
you , venerable brethfen, whom we ‘have & "1 
‘called! to’shate With’ ps in as gt 
cil B patos oy 8 ‘gs, must d et 
a great chafe" in ‘the Common Jey, 2° re 
shall exalt ‘aiid rejoice ‘i Whe =e ; 
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